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Colleagues, it gives me great pleasure to 
bring you our last edition for the year and 
inform you of the many successes we can all 
be proud of in 2018. This has been a good 
year for the CHS with few challenges. We have 
much to celebrate and I’m going to list the 
major successes:

1. This year for the very first time in the 
history of the College of Health Sciences, our 
own Dean of the School of Health Sciences, 
Professor Mahmoud Soliman is UKZN’s Top 
researcher. Professor Soliman’s School is also 
the most research-led in the University as they 
have the highest productivity units.

2. We also have 4 other staff who made it 
into the Top 30 UKZN list including Professor 
Benn Sartorius, Professor Anil Chuturgoon, 
Professor Petra Bryciewicz and Professor 
Moses Chimbari. 

INSPIRING GREATNESS

We would also like to take the opportunity 
to recognize our top performing young 
researchers (40 years and younger) for their 
exceptional performances. In our College, 
the following staff featured in the UKZN Top 
10 Young Published Researchers for 2017: 
Professor Benn Sartorius (2nd), Dr Tivani 
Mashamba-Thompson (6th) and Professor 
Tricia Naicker (10th).

3. This year, we welcomed 100 medical 
students who returned from Cuba to 
complete their final 18 months of training 
with us. Admitting these huge numbers was 
quite a task and involved getting hospitals 
ready, securing accommodation, ensuring 
the students have skills labs, wifi, LAN’s and 
transport. I am proud to inform you today 
that the Cuban collab student’s integration 
into the College has been a smooth journey. 
We are very proud of the staff that were 
involved in preparing for them and wish the 
students well as they continue their training 
to graduation at the end of 2019. 

4. I am also proud to say that for the very 
first time, we’ve received full accreditation 
of our medical undergraduate programme 
over the next 5 years. In previous years, the 
accreditation has been over 2 years only. 
One of the highlights of the report, was the 
positive comments made about our DCTP.

5. A number of our staff received 
International and National awards. They 
have all been mentioned in my October 
communique and I’d like to convey a special 
congratulations to all of them. Keep flying the 
UKZN flag high.



6. Another highlight this year was the 
introduction of the Excellence in Teaching 
awards by Professor Sine Duma. Our winners 
in the three categories were Professor 
Shenuka Singh (Outstanding contribution 
to teaching), Dr Saul Cobbing (Teaching 
Excellence in the Decentralized Clinical 
Training Platform) and Dr Andile Khathi and 
Dr Sooraj Baijnath (Best emerging teachers).

7.  For many years, we have faced 
challenges in recruiting HOD’s for Clinical 
Medicine. I am very proud to say that apart 
from Urology, we have managed to fill all 
posts.

8. We’ve had a number of firsts in the 
College this year. Some of them includes: 
-  The admission of our first hearing   
 impaired medical student, Ms Kalindi  
 Persadh 
-  The first KZN trained Nuclear physicist,  
 Dr Alphonse Msomi 
-  We graduated the first Black African  
 neurosurgeon in KZN, Dr Nomusa   
 Shezi 
-  The first African Cardiothoracic    
 Surgeon, Dr Lindiwe Sidali  
-  The first African Neurologist, Dr   
 Mahlubonke Dlwati 
-  The first female gynae oncologist from  
 KZN,  Dr Atisha Maharaj

9. Apart from this, our DCT platforms are 
doing well. We’ve expanded to Madadeni 
and have secured accommodation for our 
students. Our Nursing students will join 
the DCT next year in Hlabisa, Dundee and 
Umzimkulu. Our Pharmacy students will 
also join the platform for the first time and 
they will be based in Port Shepstone. We 
have also purchased 2 X37 seater busses to 

assist with transporttaion of students to the 
sites.

- One of the successes of the programme this 
year, was the fact that the College managed 
to lease doctors and nurses residences from 
the Department of Health for our students 
in RK Khan, Addington and Grey’s hospital. 
The Grey’s and RK Khan hospital student 
accommodation is up and running.

10. The College has also signed MOU’s with 
4 international unviversities this year.

11. We are also proud to mention that UKZN 
has received provisional accreditation 
of specialists programmes that had 
lost accreditation previously. These are 
Radiology, Orthopaedics in DBN, Urology, 
and Oncology. The site visit is due in 2019 
August and we hope that full accreditation 
will be received after the site visit.

So colleagues, it’s been a good year. We have 
laid the foundation for even more growth 
and successes in 2019. 

For now, I want to wish you all a well-
deserved break and look forward to us all 
arriving back in 2019 refreshed and with 
renewed vigor. 

- Professor Busisiwe Ncama


