
COVID-19 has had a huge impact on all our lives. Many of our 
sta�  and students’  families have been impacted negatively with 
job losses and a myriad of hardships. We have also lost many 
sta�  to this devastating virus. It has been a time for us to come 
together in solidarity providing comfort, support and praying 
for healing. 

Despite, the impact of the virus and the loss of so many 
colleagues this year, our College has had many successes. One of 
the most impactful ones is the excellence science that resulted 
in South African scientists discovering the new Omicron variant 
of the Coronavirus.  Our very own Professor Tulio de Oliveira, 
Director of KRISP, is leading South Africa’s viral genomics 
surveillance programme. This surveillance programme in 
South Africa was central to identifying Omicron and the Beta 
variant, and in bringing them to global attention as soon as 
possible. We applaud our scientists for their wonderful work 
and transparency in sharing their knowledge with the world. 
Well done to Tulio and his team.

Another huge milestone we’ve � nally reached after many years 
of negotiations is the signing of the Joint Health Agreement 
(JHE) with the KZN Department of Health. The JHE re� ects both 
parties’ commitment to a shared vision to operate in a collective 
and synergistic manner, commensurate with the competencies 
and resources to deliver high quality health care across the 
province that is underpinned by academic excellence and with 
a further mission to grow the human capital in Health Sciences. 
The CHS and the KZN DOH are natural partners in improving 
the health of all our citizens, whether by direct clinical care 
or through the education of a new generation of health care 
professionals or research. This rea�  rmed understanding and 
mutual commitment places both institutions � rmly on the path 
of growth and excellence. 

This year, we also appointed two of our Deans. We are very 
proud of Professor Khathutshelo Percy Mashige who has 
been appointed as the Dean and Head of the School of Health 
Sciences as well as Professor Anil Chuturgoon who took on the 

role of Dean of Research. Professor Anna Voce also agreed to act 
as Dean and Head of the School of Nursing and Public Health 
(NPH). We express our hearty congratulations to our former dean 
and head of the School of NPH, Professor Mosa Moshabela, who 
has been appointed as Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Research at 
UKZN.

The College together with the Department of Health initiated 
the Vaccination drive on all campuses. It would be remiss of me 
not to thank our many students who took time out of their busy 
schedules to assist with vaccination at the sites. Colleagues, let 
us continue to inspire those around us to get fully vaccinated so 
that we can return to some level of normality. 

Another huge milestone is the recognition of Alumni Legends 
of Medicine, an initiative driven by Professor Ncoza Dlova, Dean 
and Head of the School of Clinical Medicine. The inaugural event 
recognised Dr Imtiaz Sooliman, Founder of Gift of the Givers. 
At the event, Dr Sooliman pledged R3 million to assist � nal 
year medical students with their outstanding debt. Professor 
Dlova has since then launched a Professor Ncoza Dlova Fund to 
raise much needed funding to support medical students with 
� nancial constraints. 

I also want to applaud the CHS College O�  ce for raising R2 
million with a private funder to assist students across the 
College. Considering the level of indebtedness of our students, 
this is indeed a drop in the ocean and therefore would like to 
encourage all sta�  and students to actively knock on doors and 
raise more funds to clear our students’ debt which has been 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic. I recognize all e� orts 
with gratitude, including the “I Made a Doctor” campaign that 
is run by medical students and the UKZN Foundation- let’ s all 
aim for raising even more funds this coming year.  As a College, 
we acknowledge all our funders and donors, and urge them to 
continue supporting our students in their studies for the bene� t 
of our beautiful country.

I take this opportunity to thank all our sta�  for their dedication 
and commitment in ensuring the continuation of teaching 
programmes, clinical services and professional support during 
this di�  cult time. I am very aware that you have achieved a lot 
under di�  cult circumstances and in many instances surpassed 
your goals while still contributing - through your expert 
guidance and advice - to the management of this pandemic 
on the frontlines at UKZN and in KwaZulu-Natal and National 
government structures.

Thank you everyone for your outstanding work under uniquely 
di�  cult circumstances. I want to wish you and your loved 
ones a very festive holiday break. Remember, with the fourth 
wave upon us, it is essential that we are all fully vaccinated 
and continue to follow the basic COVID-19 protocol. For those 
celebrating Christmas, I wish you a very merry one and a Happy 
New Year to all.

Best wishes
Professor Busisiwe Ncama
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